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18. Ten Times Recitation of Nenbutsu
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17. Entreating the Buddhas to Return to their Lands®

Sending off the Buddhas who came to this sacred place.

May we now call upon all the Buddhas to return to their lands.
We offer incense and scatter flowers to send them off with great
appreciation.

We ask for your compassionate™ guidance and protection.

May we encourage cach other so that we all attain Birth in the

Pure Land.

45. Buddha Lands {A[E bukkoku: The lands where Buddha dwelling and teaching.
Having a pure nature, the Buddha Lands are also called Pure Land. In Mahayana
Buddhism, it is believed that there are many Buddha Lands, and the Buddhas are
teaching and saving sentient beings there.

46. Compassion #4.0 (= #4AR) jishin: A buddha or bodhisattva’s compassionate
mind that helps and comforts those in suffering. (4% ji: to offer comfort, 7 hi: to
eliminate suffering)
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16. Veneration of the Three Bodies [of Amida Buddha]

We express our gratitude to Amida Buddha by offering
prostrations at the closing of the service.

I/We wholeheartedly take refuge in Amida Buddha of the
Western Pure Land who fulfilled the Original Vows.

I/We wholeheartedly take refuge in Amida Buddha of the

Western Pure Land who embraces us with radiant light.

I/We wholeheartedly take refuge in Amida Buddha of the

Western Pure Land who comes to receive me/us.
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15. Verse of the Universal Vows

By aspiring to the Four Encompassing Vows, which all bodhisattvas
aspire commonly, we pray to be born into the Pure Land together
with all sentient beings.

However innumerable sentient beings are, I earnestly vow to
awaken them all.

However inexhaustible our defilements are, I earnestly vow to
extinguish them all.

However immeasurable the Buddha's Teachings are, |
earnestly vow to know them all.

However incomparable enlightenment is, [ vow to attain it by
all means.

Enjoying the benefits of the Nenbutsu equally with all sentient
beings, may we be born together in the Pure Land to attain

awakening.
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44, Bodai =42 The transliteration of the Sanskrit word “Bodhi,” which means the
“wisdom of enlightenment” or the “path of the Buddha.” Bodhi indicates the content
of enlightenment, while Nirvana expresses the state of enlightenment.
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14. Ten Times Recitation of Nenbutsu
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13. Verse of Dedication of Merit' for All

Transfer the merit accumulated by the chanting the sutras and the
Nenbutsu to all sentient beings, and aspire to be born in the Pure
Land with them all.

We aspire for the merits of this ritual to be transferred equally
to all, in order for we all to develop the aspiration for
enlightenment” and achieve birth in the Pure Land together.

1. Merit J1fi kudoku: virtues that are acquired by religious practices and good deed.

2. Aspiration for enlightenment % {2 /0» bodaishin: This aspiration signifies the
awakening of a Buddha in certain contexts of Mahayana Buddhism.
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To all spirits of the members, such as, the daily and monthly
memorial tablets, the recently deceased, those in the
intermediate stage of existence, since the founding of this
temple.

May their virtuous [merit] be developed (toward

enlightenment).

We pray to transfer our merit of this practice, to (name /
dharma name <{j#&% of our beloved ones), for their

happiness and achievement of enlightenment.
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The founding master of our temple, Reverend ~~~~ ;

The priests who revived this temple, Reverend ~~~~ ;
And other priests who served this temple,

May their Great Vows and Practice of Bodhisattva be

completed perfectly.

[We again offer] our prayers, to our priestly teachers, our
fathers and mothers, all the temple members, donors; and all
sentient beings with whom we have gotten karmic
connections.

May all those who are living experience joy, prosperity, and
longevity without limit.

May those who have died escape from suffering and

transcend to be born in the Pure Land.
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We extend our gratitude to the compassion of

Our high patriarch, the Great Master Shantao;

Our founder, the Great Master Enkd, Tozen, Ejo, Kokaku,
Jikyo, Meisho, Wajun, Honi;

The second patriarch Daishd Shoju Kokushi, Shoko Shonin;
The third patriarch [Nen’na], Kishu Zenji Ryochu Shonin;
And all Patriarchs and Masters who transmitted the Pure

Land Teaching.

1. Komyo Daishi >:HA K fili: “Great Teacher of Bright Light.” In Jodo Shu, the
Chinese Pure Land master Shandao (Japanese: Zendo) is known as the “Great
Teacher of Bright Light” (Komyo Daishi Y&HAKHi), after the name of the temple he
was living Guangming si (J&IA=F, Japanese: Komyo-ji) in Chang’an.

. Enko [J%: “Who Shines Round Nimbus”

. Tozen P : “Who Disseminated Buddhism to the East”
. Ejo E/i%: “Who Completed Wisdom”

. Kokaku TA%E: “Who Achieved Vast Enlightenment”

. Jikyo Z#: “Who Teaches Compassionately”

. Meisho FHH&: “Who Illuminates Brightly”

. Wajun F[1Ji: “Who Brought Harmony”

. Honi £ H4: “Who Sought for Truth Naturally”

o Q01NN AW

10. Daisho Shoju Kokushi KX #3 7R F[fli: “The Great Master of the Nation Who
Transmitted the True Teaching.”

11. Kishu £t +: “Author of Commentaries on Sutras.” This is a title for a monk who
wrote many commentaries on sutras. In Jodo Shii school, this title was given to the
third patriarch Ryochii. Other schools of Buddhism have their own Kishu.

12. Zenji £Hi: “Meditation Master.”
13. Dento {47 : Transmitting the Light of the Teaching.
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May there be harmony below the heavens with the sun and
moon shining brightly.

May the wind and rain be timely and disasters and calamities
not arise.

May nations be bountiful, people safe, and armies and
weapons not be used.

Let us esteem virtue, foster benevolence, and diligently

practice propriety and humility.
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12. Dedication of Merit

We extend our gratitude to the Great Compassion of all the
Three Treasures including

Amida Buddha, the Lord of the Great Compassionate Vows;
Shakyamuni Buddha, the Dispatcher, and Founder of the
Teachings;

All Buddhas as many as the sands of the Ganges in the six
directions who witnessed the authenticity of the Nenbutsu;
Kannon, Seishi and the great bodhisattvas;

and the pure and great ocean assembly in [the Pure Land of]

Ultimate Bliss.
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11. Recitation of Amida Buddha’s Name

NA MU AMI DA BU *

* Chant repeatedly while hitting a mokugyo (wooden fish drum).
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10. In Praise of Amida Buddha’s Light

The Immeasurable Light of Amida Buddha saves all who chant
the Nenbutsu.

The radiant light of Amida Buddha illuminates the ten
directions of the universe, embracing all and never forsaking

those who recite the Nenbutsu.
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9. Ten Times Recitation of Nenbutsu
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8. Verse of Amida Buddha’s Original Vows

We transfer the merits of reciting the sutra towards Birth in the Pure
Land.

Amida Buddha's Original Vows* are the essential gateway to the
Pure Land. We will transfer all our merits® and virtues for

immediate birth in the Pure Land, in order to achieve Nirvana.

Keeping the precepts (B LK)
Refraining from misconduct of the practices (A~ I E %)

< Beneficial practices concerning religious acts ({748) >
Awakening to the aspiration for enlightenment (F&F£2/0)
Profoundly believing in the law of cause and effect ({5 K 3)
Reading and reciting the Mahayana sutras (Ftaf K 2%)
Encouraging others to endeavor on the path (#1174

3. Non-arising & /E Musha: Since all things are empty (%2 ku), nothing arises and
nothing ceases. This idea negates our mistaken attachment to the phenomena of
arising/birth and allows us to enter the non-dualistic, unchanging realm of truth, in
other words, the state of enlightenment. In Pure Land Buddhism, since the Pure Land
is an unconditional enlightened realm, being born there means entering the state of
non-arising.

4. Original Vows, K% honzeigan: Vows that a Buddha made prior to achieving
buddhahood, that is, when he was a bodhisattva. All Buddhist practitioners must
make vows to achieve buddhahood and to save sentient beings at the beginning of
their practice. There are two types of these vows: common vows and individual
vows. The former consists of the Four Encompassing Vows (for the four vows, see
Sogange,Verse of the Universal Vows) that include seeking Enlightenment and
saving others; and the latter is each buddha’s individual vows that determine the
character of a buddha. In the case of Amida Buddha, there are forty-eight vows. This
verse refers to Amida’s forty-eight vows, especially the eighteenth vow.

5. Transference of merit [0] |3 Ekd: Changing the direction of the merit one gained
from virtuous acts for other purposes. To direct one’s merit towards enlightenment
for oneself and for all beings. Sutra chanting can create merit for birth in the celestial
realm (devaloka X5t tengai), however, according to this verse, the merit we made
shall be the cause for birth in the Pure Land.
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1. Contemplative practices, & ¥ Jo-zen: Contemplate on an object and suppress
one’s delusions. The Contemplation Sutra teaches the following thirteen
contemplative practices.

. Visualizing the sun

. Visualizing water

. Visualizing the ground of the Pure Land

. Visualizing jeweled trees of the Pure Land

. Visualizing jeweled ponds of the Pure Land

. Visualizing jeweled towers of the Pure Land

. Visualizing lotus blossom thrones of the Pure Land

. Visualizing images of Amida Buddha

. Visualizing the body of Amida Buddha

10. Visualizing Kannon Bosatsu (Avalokitesvara Bodhisattva)

11. Visualizing Seishi Bosatsu (Mahasthamaprapta Bodhisattva)

12. Visualizing the entirety of the Pure Land as though one were born there
13. Visualizing the manifold aspects of Amida’s universal salvation

O 01NN BN

2. Non-contemplative practices, #{ % San-zen: Practices made not necessarily with
a contemplative mind, but without evil acts. The Contemplation Sutra mentions the
following:
< Worldly beneficial practices (i #&) >

Honoring one’s father and mother (£ R)

Respecting one’s teachers and elders (ZRHAT )

Compassionately refraining from killing (F&/ 0 A%%)

Practicing the ten acts of virtuous conduct (f& |-#2%)
< Beneficial practices concerning the precepts (% {&) >

Taking refuge in the Buddha, the Dharma, and the Sangha (5%¥ =)
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Will be transmitted, leaving nowhere not illuminated.

I vow that the power of my virtue and wisdom
Be as that of the most superb Venerable One.

‘If these vows are to be realized,

May the entire world quake in response,

And from the sky, may the various celestial beings,
Rain down marvelous flowers."
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‘A buddha's divine power produces a-great light,
Universally illuminating lands without end,
Dispelling the darkness of the three hindrances,
And providing deliverance from a host of perils and
calamities.

‘The eye of wisdom will be opened,

Eliminating the dark of blindness,

Cordoning shut the unfortunate paths,

And providing passage to the gate of fortunate destiny.

‘Fully endowed with all the virtues and accomplishments,
The buddha's majestic radiance will extend to the ten
directions,

Overwhelming the combined light of the sun and moon,
Eclipsing the celestial lights into invisibility.

‘A buddha opens the treasury of the dharma for the many,
Widely distributes the buddha's wealth of merit,

And at a great assembly,

Always expounds the dharma with a lion's roar.

‘By making offerings to all the buddhas,

Becoming endowed with the many roots of virtue,
Fulfilling each vow and perfecting wisdom,

A buddha becomes a valiant of the three mundane realms.
‘Thus, the unimpeded wisdom of a buddha
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7. The Verse of the Four Vows
(Dharmakara’s Confirmation of the Great Vows)

* The Jodoshu Research Institute, ed. The Three Pure Land Sutras,
Tokyo: Jodo Shu Press. 2014, pp. 80-82.

‘l have established world-surpassing vows;

And will assuredly reach the unsurpassed path.
Should these vows not be fulfilled,

Then I pledge not to become perfectly awakened.

‘Should I, for immeasurable aeons,

Not become a great benefactor,

Universally relieve the suffering of impoverishment,
Then I pledge not to become perfectly awakened.

‘When I fulfill the path of the Buddha,

The sound of my name shall transcend the ten directions
Should it not be heard to the utmost limits,

Then I pledge not to become perfectly awakened.

Through the severing of desire, profound mindfulness,
Pure wisdom, and practicing the conduct of celibacy,

I will intently pursue the unsurpassed path,

And become a teacher of celestials and mortals.
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6.Opening Verse for Sutra Chanting

It is difficult to be born into human life, yet we are now living it. It is
also difficult to encounter the teachings of the Buddha, yet we now
hear them. Let us be determined to receive the teachings.

It 1s difficult to encounter the supreme, profound, and
wondrous Dharma,

even after an immeasurably long time.*

Now I am now hear, receive, and uphold them.

May I learn the true teachings of the Buddha.

23. Kalpa, %/ ko: The longest unit of time in India. Its long cosmological duration is
explained as follow: 1) kalpa as mustard seeds: even if a mustard seed were withdrawn
once cvery 100 years from a 7-squarc-kilometer iron castle, which was filled with
seeds, and the castle was emptied, one kalpa would not end; 2) kalpa of huge rock:
even if a soft cloth were used to stroke and wear down a 7-square-kilometer rock, one
kalpa would not end.
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5.Ten Times Recitation of Nenbutsu

In Jodo Sh, jinen means “ten recitations of Namuamidabutsu (“Homage to Amida
Buddha” or “I take refuge in Amida Buddha”), taught in The Immeasurable Life
Sutra:

After I have attained buddhahood, should any of the sentient being in the ten
directions, who aspire in all sincerity and faith wishing to be born in my land,
recite the Buddha’s name even ten times and not be born there, then may I not
attain perfect enlightenment.

and in The Visualization of Immeasurable Life Sutra:

In this way, they dedicate their minds and are able to voice without cessation the
ten recitations of “Namo ‘midabuddha.’ Due to intoning this Buddha’s name, as
they recite one by one, they eliminate the effect of transgressions of eight billion
acons of reincarnations.

Jiinen is a standard way of reciting the Nenbutsu in daily practice and in service.
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4.Verse of confessing and
repenting one’s transgression

We have repeated birth and death for a very long time. Here we reveal
and repent our transgressions accumulated up until now.

All the harmful karmas® I have accumulated from the past are
caused by my conduct, speech, and mind,’ that are derived
from my beginningless® greed, anger, and ignorance.’ I now

reveal and repent of them all.

2. Harmful karma %% akugo: Acts that result in suffering. Buddhism frees us from
sufferings and teaches us not do wrongdoings that cause us to suffer.

3. Three categories of action (conduct, speech and mind) = 3£ sangs: Buddhism
usually explains human activity in three facets, conduct (by body), speech (by mouth)
and thought (by mind). Internal activity, that is the mind, produces external actions of
conducts and spcech.

4. Beginningless #%f mushi: Buddhism thinks that all phenomena has its cause, and
the cause as well has its cause. This relation should continue endlessly. Therefore, if
we trace the causes of our existence, our origins go back eons ago, namely they are
without beginning.

5. Three poisons — & sandoku: The three most fundamental kleshas (X21iX worldly
desires) - greed (& ton), anger (M jin), and ignorance (Ji chi) - that cause all

sufferings.
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1. 11 sange: To repent and reveal one’s transgressions. The basic idea of sange in
Buddhism is to reveal one’s wrong activities. Confessing his/her transgressions, a
practitioner is forgiven by the Buddha’s or other practitioner’s acceptance of that
confession.
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3b.Welcoming the Buddhas from Their Lands

in Three Verses

We welcome Amida Buddhas who saves us, Shakyamuni Buddha who
teaches us about the Pure Land, and the other Buddhas of the
universe, to this sacred place.

Amida Buddha, we call upon you to enter this sacred place.

Shakyamuni Buddha, we call upon you to enter this sacred

place.

Buddhas of the ten directions, we call upon you to enter this

sacred place.

11
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1. World Honored One 12 seson: One of the ten epithets for a Buddha.
1) Worthy of offerings (J&4i agu)
2) Perfectly awakened (% 1-%, toshogaku)
3) Accomplished in wisdom and conduct (FH1T /& myogydsoku)
4) Well-gone (35 1 zenzei)
5) Cognizant of the mundane world (% sekenge)
6) Supreme one (& E=& mujoshi)
7) Great subduer (FR{HISL K jogojobu)
8) Master of cclestials and mortals (KB tenninshi)
9) Enlightened One (1A butsu)
10) World-honored One (&L seson)
“Thus come one (41} nyorai)” is a generic term and is not counted among the ten
epithets.
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Kannon’, Seishi®, and all the great bodhisattvas,” we call upon
you to enter this sacred place of practice, by scattering flowers

joyously.

5. Kannon #3% : Avalokiteshvara Bodhisattva. One of the most popular bodhisattva in
Buddhism, symbolizing the compassion of Amida Buddha. An attendant in the Amida
triad.

6. Seishi B8 % : Mahasthamaprapta Bodhisattva. A bodhisattva who symbolizes the
wisdom of Amida Buddha. Also an attendant of the Amida triad.

7. Bodhisattva % [ bosatsu: A sentient being who is seeking Awakening and who
cares for both awakening and other sentient beings.



* 46

RCAR Y /u i L 720
S== £
aB Eﬂ- % g n%
ZEl  KAN NIN SEI  SHI SHO TAl

£S5 bxkd TA B

AE R E R

J TO CHO SAN KA RAKU

%HI# b

-

A



3a.Welcoming the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas

from Their Lands in Four Verses

The Buddhas and bodhisattvas are welcomed to our place of
worship.

Buddhas of the ten directions, we call upon you to enter this

sacred place of practice,' by scattering flowers? joyously.

Shakyamuni Buddha,’ we call upon you to enter this sacred

place of practice, by scattering flowers joyously.

Amida Buddha,* we call upon you to enter this sacred place of

practice, by scattering flowers joyously.

1. Sacred place of practice &5 dajo: Dojo in Japanese is the translation for the
Sanskrit word, bodhi-manda, which refers to the place that Shakyamuni Buddha
achieved Awakening In a broad sense, dgjo means anywhere Buddhism is practiced.

2. Scattering flowers {#{ZE sanka : Scattering flowers to offering to the Buddhas.

3. Shakyamuni Buddha FRHM A3 The founder of Buddhism who was born in
northern India as Siddhartha Gautama in the 5" century BC and became enlightened.
“Shakyamuni” literally means “the sage of the Shakya clan,” originating from his
awakening. He passed away at age eighty, however, especially in the Mahayana
tradition, it is believed that the Buddha continues to preach in Vulture Peak and that his
existence is believed to guide us as the teaching itself. In Jodo Shi, as explained by the
Chinese master Shantao, Shakyamuni is understood as the “Dispatcher Buddha™ or the
Buddha who taught us about Amida Buddha.

4. Amida Buddha P8R 403% Bl 475 FE {4 : The Buddha of the Western Pure Land. The
name “Amida” is thought to derive from Amitabha (Immeasurable Light) and
Amitayus (Immeasurable Life). Jodo Shi understands Amida Buddha as the “Saving
Buddha” or the compassionate Buddha who save us by welcoming us to the Pure Land.
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2.Veneration of the Three Jewels'

We pay homage to the Three Jewels: the Buddhas, the Dharma,
and the Sangha.

I wholeheartedly bow in reverence® to the Buddhas,
Awakened Ones, who eternally exist in the ten directions of

the universe.’

I wholeheartedly bow in reverence to the Dharma, the
Teachings, which eternally exist* in the ten directions of the

universe.

I wholeheartedly bow in reverence to the Sangha, the
Community, which eternally exists in the ten directions of the

universe.

1. The Three Treasures — & sanba: The Buddhas, the Dharma, and the Sangha. The
Buddhas mean the Awakened Ones, the Dharma refers to the teachings of the
Buddhas, and the Sangha means the peaceful community practicing the Buddhist
teachings. Taking refuge in the Three Treasures is first important step in Buddhism.

2. Bowing in reverence #{ L kyorai: offering prostrations to express one’s reverence
to something.

3. The universe %5 hokai: The world we live in according to natural law; the
world governed by cause and effect.

4. Eternally exists % {¥ joji: Buddhism teaches us that all things are impermanent,
all phenomena are without inherent existence, and the concept of Nirvana is beyond
description. However, this teaching is eternal.
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1. Purification Verse

Just as the incense offered to the Buddhas are pure, we pray that
we ourselves are purified through the precepts, meditation, and
wisdom.

I aspire for my body to be as pure as the incense burner.'
I aspire for my heart to be like the light of wisdom.
Burning this incense of the precepts and meditation
constantly, I make offerings’ to the Buddhas of the ten*

directions in the past, present, and future.’

1. Incense burner & }7 karo: A utensil used for burning incense.
In this verse, the light that burns the pure incense represents our inner wisdom while
our body is the incense burner that contains the light.

2. Precepts, meditation, and wisdom Ji¥ - & - =i kai jo e: The three trainings of
Buddhist practitioners. The purpose of observing the precepts is to guide one’s
conduct. Meditation helps us to achieve inner peace. Wisdom — the ideal state of
Buddhist practice — allows us to understand and experience reality. Therefore, each of
these practices is not independent of the other, but represents stages to achieve
cnlightenment.

3. Offerings {}t 3% kuya: Prayer, food, and other offerings made to the Buddhas, our
parents, ancestors, teachers, and all our loved ones who have passed.

4. Ten directions |- 75 jippo: East, south, west, north, southeast, northeast, southwest,
northwest, zenith/up, and nadir/down. In Buddhism, it means all directions.

5. Three periods — 1 sanze: Past, present, and future.
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