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is no crime to aim for many repetitions, but the purpose is to repeat
the sacred name continuously. There is no particular number of
repetitions required. Just try to always stay in nenbutsu practice.
The encouragement of how many times stems from the wish to set
a number to prevent people from becoming lazy in regard to their

practice.

(144)

Question: Should the rituals directed to Amida in the Shingon
tradition be considered orthodox practices [for 6j6]7

Answer: The form of the buddha's body may be similar in one
respect but their conceptualization is different. The Amida of the
Shingon teachings is a Tathagata within our minds; one does not
seek him outside the self. The Amida of our teaching is Dharmakara
Bodhisattva after attaining buddhahood. Because he is in the West, the

conceptualization is quite different.

(145)

Question: Which is better: to utter the nenbutsu while valuing
efforts to stop bad behavior and do good at all times, or to simply
rely on the Original Vow in saying the nenbutsu?

Answer: All buddhas teach us to regulate our behavior such that we
abandon what is unwholesome and cultivate what is wholesome in
our lives. But since all of us at the present time live contrary to those
principles we devote ourselves to deeply believing in the particular
intentions in the universal vows [of Dharmakara Bodhisattva], and
do nothing but recite the sacred name [of Amida]. Without judging
whether someone is wise or stupid, moral or immoral, Amida Buddha

comes to greet us on our deathbed. Keep this in mind.
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3
(141)

Question: I will ask this from a letter. If, in order to attain gjo, one
gives away food and clothing to people inside the house regardless
of how close or distant they are from oneself, would that the same
as making offerings to a buddha?

Answer: To present gifts to people regardless of how close they are to
yvou in order to attain ¢/ is a congratulatory form of merit-making. 1

have explained this carefully to your messenger.

(142)

Question: Is merit acerued from making offerings to monks who
violate the precepts or monks who are ignorant?

Answer: Monks who do not keep the precepts and monks who are not
learned should be respected in this latter age. I have explained this to

vour messenger, please listen to him.

*These honorable words are clearly those of Honen Shonin. They were

32
written on the back of a copy of the Amida Sutra.

(143)

Question: I have come here to receive the answer to this. Is it better
to chant the nenbutsu 60,000 or 100,000 times while flipping through
one's rosary beads, or to chant 20,000 or 30,000 times while moving
the beads with certainty one at a time?

Answer: The customary ways of ordinary people are such that deciding

to do even 20,000 or 30,000 nenbutsu [per day] is hard to achieve. It

31 This exchange and the next both occurred in the form of a written letters.

32 These two lines appear to have been added by the editor/compiler added to address
the fact that the content occurred in the form of a written exchange. The Amida
Sutra refers to the Smaller Sukhavativyahasatra.
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prayers. When you call out to the Bodhisattva Avalokitesvara (Kannon),
if your mind is focused then it will bring results. If your mind is not
focused, there will be no sign of it working, Someone with deep ties
to a buddha in past [lives] will find that even their karmic results
determined from past actions can be changed. And someone with
shallow ties to a buddha in past and present will find that there will
be no sign of relief of even for the slightest pain [when thev pray for
help]. You must never harbor any resentment toward a buddha. Instead
you should do the best you can to devote yourself toward serving the
buddhas for this world and the next. This is true for whether or not
your prayers are answered for this world as well as for being born in
the Pure Land in the next. If there is no sign of any result, you should

be ashamed of your own heart.

(140)

Question: I came to see you before on the fourteenth day of the
twelfth month in the first year of Kennin (1201). It is said that when
someone is facing the end of their life, if there is something unclean
about their situation then when the Buddha comes to greet them
they will return back to the Pure Land [without accepting the dying
person). Is this true?

Answer: Why would the Buddha return when he comes to greet
someone just because there is something unclean present? The Buddha
does not fuss over clean or unclean things, but though everyone mayv
indeed do so, when examining things something unclean may appear
clean and something clean may appear unclean. It is just the nenbutsu
that is most excellent. Even if you have purified yourself, if you do
not utter the nenbutsu there will be no benefit. You should abandon

everything for nenbutsu. This is attested to in many ways.
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constitute the third day? Or should the day of the visit be the early
morning of the fourth day?
Answer: The early morning of the third day constitutes the third day of

your keeping the precepts.

(136)

Question: Regarding seclusion retreats, if it is for three days that
one intends to do it, does that mean they can emerge from it on the
fourth day? And if it is for seven days, they should then emerge on
the eighth day?

Answer: You can just follow the ways of the world in this.

(137)
Question: It is said we should abstain from using cherry and
chestnut in rosary beads. What about this?

Answer: There is nothing like that [in the Buddhist teachings].

(138)
Question: What about the idea that if a monk commits a sin is it
more serious?

Answer: There is nothing especially different for a monk.

(139)

Question: What does it mean when there is no sign of someone's
pravers for [assistance in] this life having been answered?

Answer: Just because someone's prayers for this life show no sign [of
being answered] does not mean that [the words of the] buddhas are
meaningless. There is no effect because people do not live according

to what buddhas preach; if they did they would see the effects of their
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(131)

Question: When returning from a formal visit to a temple or shrine,
if I do not return to the same place I started from it would be bad
mistake (ashi). Also that [eating] fish or fowl will immediately ruin
the pilgrimage.

Answer: Outside of the Kumano pilgrimage, this would not be a

problem.

(132)

Question: It is said that we should chant mantras like this during the
precept-observance period for lay people. 1 was sent here to inquire
about this.

Answer: Have them chant nenbutsu during the precept-observance

period. The women also need not chant mantras.

(133)
R
Question: When women become jealous, is this a major sin?

Answer: Just have them focus well on reciting the nenbutsu.

(134)

Question: Is it true what people say about putting the ashes of
paulownia wood in one's hair means our prayers to buddhas or
kami will not be answered?

Answer: That is not true.

(135)
Question: Regarding the three days we have to keep the precepits

before formally visiting a temple, does the day of the visit

30 Cf no. 101.
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statue and copy the sutras in preparation for the afterlife?

Answer: You definitely have to do this. You must do this.

(127)

Question: If we are lapse in performing our ritual duties, can we do
them later? And can we make up for a future lapse by doing them
ahead of time?

Answer: It is not a problem to make up for missing ritual duties, but to

make up for them ahead of time reflects laziness.

(128)

Question: Which is more meritorious, to take the tonsure when
young or when old?

Answer: Becoming a monk when older overflows with merit, but even

more so when young.

(129)

Question: To offer flowers to the Buddha and then chant mantras is

said to bring “Birth in the Pure Land through the ten perfections.” I
2

was sent here to inquire about this.

Answer: This doesn't make any sense. Have them chant nenbutsu.

(130)

Question: For someone undergoing imi abstinence for purification,
are formal visits to temples and shrines something bad or
inappropriate ( 1£)?

Answer: This is nothing to worry about.

29 Here MO/ is taken to mean (A9 /=& . This is not attested to in any classical
Japanese dictionary, but seems to be an idiom from this time.
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required [for gjo].

(123)

Question: Some people say that those who die in epidemics of
misfortune (JE# ) and those who die in childbirth incur sin. What
about this?

Answer: If they recite the nenbutsu, these people can attain 6jo.

(124)

Question: On the issue of a filial piety, it is said that a child's
obligation toward his parents precludes accepting parental display
of gratitude. How about this?

Answer: This is absurd.

(125)

Question: How many days is the imi period of abstinence following
childbirth? Also, how many days is the abstinence [following death]?
Answer: There is no notion of jmi abstinence in Buddhism. People
say that society's norm for childbirth is seven days or thlrty days for
childbirth. And they say fifty days abstinence [for a death] You should
do what you think is right.

(126)
Question: Has it been determined that we need to install a Buddha

28 The second question an answer is unclear as to what the /mJ is for, as this is not
stated, We are assuming that this is in reference to death, as this is a most common
time for imi, and the modern translators of this passage generally read it that way.
However, if so, it remains unclear whose death this refers to: anyone's death, the
mother dying in childbirth, or a stillborn child. Or, this may be simply a generic
question about fmf coupled with a generic response that is not specifically about
death. There is no mention of death in the original.
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Answer: Do not resent a buddha, no matter what happens. People with
faith will have even great sins forgiven, but people without faith will be
unable to remove even small sins. To not have faith is something to be

ashamed of,

(120)

Question: Is it true that we cannot make formal visits to temples or
shrines during the hassen eight days of restricted activity basedf?
Answer; No, not at all. Why would there be some time when you would

not want to have the Buddha listen to you?

(121)

Question: One refrains from formal visits to temples or shrines
after moxibustion therapy. What about the fact that some people
say we should throw away the clothes worn at that time?

Answer: This is another totally absurd question. The only thing vou
have to do after moxibustion therapy is stop working or moving around.
Moxibustion therapy is not something that requires imi abstinence to

purify yourself of pollution.

(122)

Question: It is true when people say that if someone dies who has
eaten garlic or meat within three years, that person cannot be
reborn in the Pure Land?

Answer: This is another ridiculous question. Although people who eat
the five pungent roots do not come to the final-moments ceremony,

there certainly is no imi abstinence to purify oneself of pollution

27 A hassen. Eight davs of restricted activity based on accidental pairing between
stems and branches in the sexagenary calendar.
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the sutras. In the case of nenbutsu, there is no problem if you do not
do the purification. But in the case of sutras, yvou should do the water

purification ritual, even if you recite sutras every day.

(115)
Question: Should we hold back from eating daikon white radishes or
citron when doing religious services?

Answer: You need not.

(116)

uestion: What should be done with a woman's hair when she
becomes a nun?
Answer: Use it in making paper for sutras, or put it inside a Buddhist

statue.

(117)
Question: What do you think of a nun who wears an indigo-colored
silk robe?

Answer; This would be a major sin.

(118)

Question: When making a formal visit to a shrine or temple it is
said that men and women should wash their hair, or at least wash
the top of their heads. Is this true?

Answer: There is really no need to do either.

(119)
Question: There is no reason why anyone should ever resent a
buddha...
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(110)

Question: People say we should not cut our nails during a period of
abstinence, or let women cut our hair. What do you think of these
things?

Answer: Such restrictions are ridiculous.

(111)
Question: I write formal prayers to send to a deity, as do others. Is
this considered improper?

Answer: If you do overdo it, how could that be wrong?

(112)
Question: The restriction against alcohol during a period of
restricted activity (/mi) is said to be seven days. Is this correct?

Answer: Yes, it is. Nevertheless, if one is sick it is allowed.

(113)

Question: After eating fish or fowl, do we have to do a water
purification ritual before reciting sutras?

Answer: The original way of doing things was to do the water
purification ritual before reciting sutras. To recite sutras without it
would result in both merit and sin. But it is better to recite sutras even

without the purification ritual than to not recite them at all.

(114)

Question: When a woman and a man want to recite sutras after
coupling, do they need to go through the water purification ritual?
Answer: In this case it is just the same. The original presumption

was that vou would do the water purification ritual and then recite

* 5l
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(105)

Question: What do you think about leaving the hair on the head of a
[lay]| man or woman when they die?

Answer: This is not about hair. By all consideration, this is about

nenbutsu,

(106)

Question: [t is said that when a nun gives birth or keeps a man that
she has committed one of the five grave offenses.mi Is this true?
Answer: Such things do not reach the level of the five grave offenses,

but they are seen as serious.

(107)
Question: Is it a sin for a nun to grow her hair [after shaving her
head|?
Answer: This act will cause her to be reborn in one of the three

unfortunate realms

(108)
Question: Is it a sin to sell off a sutra or a buddha image?

Answer: That sin would be deep.

(109)
Question: Is it a sin to sell people?

Answer: Indeed, that, too, 1s a sin.

26 NatidE . The five grave offenses are the worst possible sins a Buddhist can commit;
killing one's mother, killing one's father, killing an Arhat, causing dissention in the
Sangha, injuring the body of a buddha,
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(100)

Question: When we make an offering of rice during the lay precept-
observance meal, should we not also offer a side dish? Do we also
have to place a rice offering on the roof? Must we use earthenware
dishes, or should I use a plate that is part of my higire set of
dishes?

Answer: Do whatever you like.

(101)
Question: Is it a sin when a woman feels jealous?
Answer: The karmic retribution wherein someone is reborn as a woman

is a real pity.

(102)
Question: Can someone be reborn in the Pure Land even if they do
not take the tonsure?

Answer: There are many lay people who are reborn in the Pure Land.

(103)
Question: What do you think of the idea of taking the five-colored
thread used when someone dies and cutting it into many pieces so

that it can be given to people?

Answer: No, do not cut the thread.

(104)

Question: When chanting nenbutsu, I may feel angry or many other
emotions may come up as well. What should I do?

Answer: The fact that your mind is scattered and distracted is truly

unsatisfactory. By all means, recite the nenbutsu with a focused mind.
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Answer: Whether you wash them or not is nothing to be seriously

concerned about.

(96)

Question: Some say that a Thousand-Arm Kannon and a
Bhaisajyaguru make us go into a period of abstinence [when making
a pilgrimage to them]. What about this?

Answer: No, there is nothing to that.

(97)
Question: What about [consuming| garlic-chives (nira) and garlic
(hiru) during the Six Day Precept Observance [each month]?

Answer: It would be good if you did not eat them.

(98)

Question: During the meals of a lay precept-observance, must there
be purification performed?

Answer: The usual custom of purifving the body with water should
be done away with, nor should one maintain a period of abstinence
beforehand. The same goes for using higire—the food should be served
just in orf trayvs. The women need not recite the usual chants of the lay
precept-observance, they should just say the nenbutsu. These things,
even if they are not observed on the lay precept-observance day, can be

ohserved on any other day.

(99)
Question: Should we observe the three-year prayer?

Answer: You need not do that.

* 48 [EIPEEWIGIGE  Ippyaku shijigo kajo monda



Ippyaku shijugo kajo mondo

(91)
Question: Does one accrue merit by listening to lectures on the
Dharma?

Answer: One does indeed gain merit from that.

(92)
Question: What do you think about a nenbutsu practitioner paying
visits to shrines and temples?

Answer: This is not anything to worry about.

(93)

Question: When someone pays a visit to a shrine or temple and
instead of reading a sutra to transfer merit only recites the
nenbutsu for that purpose, it is said to not be a problem. What do
yvou think?

Answer: | agree it 1s not a problem.

(94)
uestion: If I receive a fish that I did not intentionally have killed,
do I incur the karma of killing it?

Answer: No, vou are not responsible for killing it.

(95)

Question: Is it necessary to wash the prayer beads held when taking
5

medicine?

25 It is not clear whether this person happened to be holding his or her rosary when
they took medicine, or if the beads were used in a prayer as part of the treatment.
In either case, we can probably assume that the issue here stems from the presence
in the medicine of meat or some other substance considered foul-smelling and

possibly polluting in a moral sense.
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Answer; One may or may not incur sin from doing this. When those
offerings are the buddha's (i.e. when they have been placed on the
buddha's altar), then one would be eating something donated to the
buddha that forms a relationship with him, and to eat that would be a

sin.

(87)

Question: If someone stays in the areas around the Great Buddha at
Tadaiji or around Shitennoji and lives off eating the [leftover| food
that had been offered to the monks, will such a person be burdened
with sin when he prays for the afterlife?

Answer: If he/she recites the nenbutsu, there is nothing to worry about.

(88)
Question: If one accepts many offerings for a foki morning meal
service, what about this?

Answer: This is not anything to worry about.

(89)

bt
Question: What about pounding fabric in the early morning on the
day of a toki service?

Answer; This is not anything to worry about.

(90)
Question: For how many days after receiving the precepts is one
supposed to maintain a period of abstinence?

Answer: The number of days is a personal choice.

24 &9 96 (#4547 =) refers to preparing kimono before going out. By pounding the
cloth, it becomes shiny.
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shoulder sash? (see No. 47)

Answer: This is not anything to worry about.

(82)
Question: It is said that we should not eat beans or adzuki beans
during a Buddhist meal. Is this true?

Answer: This is not anything to worry about.

(83)

Question: Should we be concerned that whether lying down or up
and about, one should always clean their mouths before reciting the
nenbutsu?

Answer; This is not anything to worry about.

(84)
Question: Is it a sin to receive offerings from lay supporters?
Answer: This is not a problem for monks who performs their [daily]

observances. For those who do not the sin would be a grave indeed.

(85)

Question: What do you think of the idea that people who eat the
offerings given to a shrine are said to be snakes?

Answer: Suppliant priests (negi) and full priests (kannushr) at Shinto
shrines are completely devoted to their work, so it is natural that they
would [partake in the offerings|. But if someone else eats a little of the

offered food, this is not a serious offense.

(86)
Question: Is it a sin to eat the offerings given to priests?
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nothing to worry about. The notion that the drying of meat is a serious

taboo is absurd.

(78)

Question: Is it improper to use a sutra for an offering to a deity
(kami) during one's menstruation?

Answer: You should probably be careful in how you treat a deity, but
these kind of taboos are not part of the Buddha's Dharma. You should

consult a Yin-Yang specialist,

(79)

Question: It is said I must refrain from any visits to buddhas or
kami one-hundred days after giving birth. Is this true?

Answer: There is no restriction to remove pollution in the Buddhist

i
teachings for this either,

(80)
Question: It is said that if you begin reading a chapter in the Lotus
Sutra but stop before finishing, that you cannot eat fish. What about
this?

Answer: This is not anything to worry about.

(81)
Question: What about someone who comes to learn the sceriptures

without prayer beads (juzu) or who does not wear a kakeobi

23 Here is it not entirely clear that only the mother is restricted from visiting shrines
or temples. According to the Nihon minzoku shukyvo jiten, p. 543, typically the male
child is taken to a shrine on the 32* day after his birth, and a female child on the
33 day. In Kyoto, the mother is allowed to go on the 100" day. but in the Kanto
region, this was on the 75" day.
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Answer: This is not a problem.

(74)

Question: What about the issue of wearing appropriate clothing in a
less than ideal place for practices aimed at birth in the Pure Land?
Answer: That is fine. This is precisely what you should be doing during

&

the upavasatha period of observing the eight restrictions.

(75)
Question: What about reciting sutras ( # X & ) during menstruation?

Answer: You need not concern yourself over this.

(76)

Question: When I ask for something and it is not granted, I feel
resentment toward the Buddha. What about this?

Answer: Do not be resentful. Blessings from the Buddha come from
the presence of a cause within vou or whether you have faith or not.
Whether for this world or the next, nothing can compare with asking
the Buddha.

(77)

Question: The eating of onions and garlic or meats require seven
days of abstinence, do they not? Moreover, the drying of meat itself
is also said to be a serious taboo. What about these things?

Answer: Once the smell of onions and such is completely gone, there is

22 NEA . ( ANGLE{EWAL ) These are eight restrictions or abstinences observed a
24 hour period: no killing, no stealing, no [improper| sex, no lying, no intoxicating
beverages, no bodily accessories or enjoyvment of performances, no sleeping on high
beds no eating after noon. What is interesting here is that the sixth item, ¥ A
does not specifically mention clothing.
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Answer: Just be diligent in reciting the nenbutsu.

(70)
Question: What do you think about lending to someone else the
materials I have prepared for my own dying moments?

Answer: This is not a problem.

(71)
Question: How should the twisting of the five-colored threads be
done [in preparation for someone's final moments|?

Answer: Small children should do it.

(72)

Question: What do you think about not using chopsticks made
from willow branches and avoiding the wearing of sashes in one's
clothing that are obi made with tied pieces of fabric, green obi, or
patternless Obf%o

Answer: This is nothing to worry about.

(73)

Question: What if someone does not wash the inside of a kimono
21
worn when taking medicine?

20 This based on Gizan's commentary at Jozen 9802, with reference to Kenka's
Tsurezuregusa, Gizan speculates that the source of this question is someone of the
aristocracy.

21 The original only says fukuyaku no wata HR3ED# but based on Gizan's explanation,
this specifically refers to the inside of a kimono worn when taking medicine. The
principle is that because medicines were made with animal products, they were
considered unclean, and as such clothing worn when taking them retained the
pollution of the contact. perhaps even a smell. This would have been particularly
unacceptable for monastic's, but this question may refer to all people.
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(B65)
Question: Do one or ten repetitions of nenbutsu eliminate [the karma
14

1]
produced] by committing one of the five heinous crimes or ten evils.

Answer: Without doubt.

(66)

Question: Even if we do not meet up with a spiritual guide in our
final moments, will we attain Birth in the Pure Land [only] by
means of our daily nenbutsu practice.

Answer: Even without the benefit of a spiritual guide, even if the end
of your life does not proceed in the way vou expected, if you invoke the

nenbutsu vou will be reborn in the Pure Land.

(67)
Question: It is said that to slander the True Dharma is a sin much
worse than even the five heinous crimes. Is this true?

Answer: This is something one never does.

(68)
Question: When someone dies, does their head have to be shaved?

Answer: Not necessarily.

(69)
Question: Why do T have these deluded, confused thoughts in my
mind? What should 1 do about it?

18 FLitf . Killing one's father, mother, an Arhat, injuring a buddha. or causing dissension
within the Sangha.

19 + & . Killing, stealing, adultery, lying, using offensive language, slandering,
equivocating, coveting, becoming angry, and holding false views. 77
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good if you do so.

(61)

Question: It is said that a person should do everything he or she
|physically] can to create merit. Is this true?

Answer: There is nothing I can say about that. One works to the extent

of his ability.

(62)

Question: Is it necessary to install a scripture and a buddha at the
same time?

Answer: No, it is not imperative that you do it that way. You can install

them one at a time,

(63)

Question: Do we have to recite the Shakujs .S"t.n‘r.ﬂ'}T

Answer: No, it is not necessary. Just say the nenbutsu at least once
when you have the time. Nuns recite that sutra when walking to ward

off insects.

(64)

Question: What do you think about paying a visit to a shrine or
temple during the mourning period of restricted activity?

Answer: I am not bothered by that. Even on the anniversary of

someone's death.

17 $5HLH#E . See p. 63 in vol. 3 of Honen Shonin gohogo.
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how many days this is required. Three days would be excellent.

(56)
Question: Is it improper ( J§ ) to compose poetry?

Answer: Not necessarily. It may result in sin, or it may produce merit,

(57)
Question: Is it improper ( 3£ ) to drink alcohol?
Answer: In truth this is not something you should do, but such is the

way of the world.

(58)
Question: What about [eating] the meat of fish, birds, [and the likel—
is this any different [from the above two]?

Answer: It is just the same.

(59)
Question: Do you approve of the practice of a woman maintaining
16

one-hundred days of abstinence ( §if ) when becoming a nun?

Answer: Yes

(60)
Question: When creating a buddha, it is necessary to include a
scripture within it?

Answer: [t is not absolutely necessary to include seripture, but it is

16 It is not clear if the custom was for women to ohserve this period in order to become
fully ordained or after becoming ordained. The grammar is J&12% - T, which
suggests they have already become a nun, in which case this is refers to a kind
of special retreat. But in fact this kind of abstinence should be normative for any
monastic,
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(51)
Question: Is it improper ( JE) to carry musk or cloves [to create an
attractive smell]?

Answer; Collecting incense is improper,

(52)
Question: How should we view a woman learning the sutras from a
man?

Answer: This is acceptable.

(58)
Question: It is said that one should never meet eyes with a person
that has returned to lay status from the priesthood. Is that true?

Answer: That is not what is taught; such thinking is erroneous.

(54)

Question: If someone were to be returned to lay status
unintentionally, what would that mean [regarding the degree of
karmic repercussion]?

Answer: It would probably be only slight.

(55)
Question: When making a pllgrlmage to a temple or shrine, do we
need to maintain ﬂbstlnence for three days or just one day?

Answer: The basis of this is faith; originally there was no doctrine of

14 This question can refer to women learning from men, a wife learning from her
husband, or women learning from a male who is specifically not a priest. But the
manuscript published by Ryukoku Daigaku shows the character 2 with & as its
reading (p. 350). so we are going with a general female-male issue.

15 fiiift shojin. This designates a period of abstinence from meat, alcohol, and sex.
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(47)

Question: Is there any reason why we need to learn the sutras from
a monk?

Answer: If you can read them vourself, you do not need to learn them

from a monk.

(48)

Question: Is it necessary to listen to lectures on the Dharma and
make visits to temples [to gain particular benefits]?

Answer: You need not; in fact these are not good things to do [if that
is your objective]. All you need to do is quietly pursue your nenbutsu

practice.

(49)
Question: Regarding the afterlife, what about addressing our
13
concerns to kami?

Answer; Nothing can surpass [Amida] Buddha when you speak to this.

(50)

Question: Are these popular preachers deeply sinful? And when
people say that the women who want to become their wives are also
deeply sinful, is that true?

Answer: Originally such people would be gaining merit for preaching
the Dharma, but those we see now in this latter age will only accrue
sin. And anvone who wants to become the wife of such a person is also

commiting a sin.

13 Here kami refers to the local gods of Japan.
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(41)
Question: If one obtains protection, should that person make an
offering in response?

Answer: It is not unacceptable if you do not.

(42)
Question: Is it a sin to give to a swindler or con man?

Answer: That is a sin.

(43)
Question: When reading a sutra, it is acceptable not to make an
offering?

Answer: Just read the sutra

(44)
Question: If someone reads a sutra a thousand times, is that making
an offering?

Answer: You will not be able to do that.

(45)
Question: During the confession [ceremony], should we adorn the
altar with banners and flower-garlands?

Answer: Not necessarily. Just take this seriously with all yvour heart.

(46)

Question: What about offering flowers and incense to the Buddha?
Answer; At dawn you must offer these in the proper manner in your
service. Normally vou can just put the flowers in a vase and light the

incense, if circumstances do not prevent you from doing so.
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(36)

Question: It is said that there is no imi abstinence because of
transmittable pollution ( )2 ) associated with the death of a seven
year-old child. What about this?

Answer: There is no notion of imi in Buddhism ( {4#). This idea comes

from secular culture.

(37)

Question: When 1 use nikawa as an adhesive in buddha images, the
resultant appearance is not perfect. What should I do?

Answer: There is no way to avoid the look of the image being soiled,
but [you have to] because if you don't use it you will not be able to

complete your work.

(38)

Question: Is it wrong for a nun to take medicine [made with animal
products]?

Answer: It is not inappropriate to take medicine when ill; but it would

be wrong under normal circumstances.

(39)

Question: It is said that it is a sin to die before one's parents. How
about this?

Answer: The way things are in this defiled world, no one has the power

to determine whether they die before or after their parents.

(40)
Question: Is it worth it to create merit in this lifetime?

Answer: Is it an excellent thing to do.
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a sin. What do you think of this?

Answer: That is not a sin.

(32)

Question: If one takes a sutra that had been placed on an altar as a
donation and gives it (o someone, is that a sin.

Answer: To spread [the Dharma] creates merit [therefore this is a good

thing].

(33)
Question: Is it a sin if one separates the rolls within a set that
makes up a sutra and reads them individually?

Answer: That does not constitute a sin.

(34)

Question: Should one make ceremonial offerings to a buddha [image]
that has been installed in a portable shrine in which the doors are
closed up?

Answer: You should never do that.

(35)

Question: Should we be performing the Sadiaparibhita Bodhisattva
12

worship?

Answer: These days people do not understand this.

12 REZF LI We are reading this as a a reference to the bodhisattva called
18 who appears in chapter 37 (?) of the Lotus Sutra. He is famous for bowing
hefore evervone he meets because he knows they will attain buddhahood one day.
This ritual is mentioned in the Tale of Genji where it is explained as a reference to
recognizing the buddha-nature (51 ) in evervone, but the term “buddha-nature”

does not oceur in the Lotus Sutra,
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power of nenbutsu.

(28)

Question: A woman at court was listening to a sermon. When told
to confirm |[by the lecturer| that she would maintain the precepts,
she felt that she would probably break them so she refused to say
“I will keep the precepts.” But at the very least, when listening
to sermons at court, to pledge to keep the precepts is said to be
admirable. Is this not true?

Answer: This is not something to be troubled about. Even if one were
to break the precepts at a later time, nevertheless when one feels he/

she does intend to keep them, it is a good thing to say that you will

(29)
Question; After applying gold-leaf to a buddha [statue], should we

also perform a ceremonial offering [ {7 |?

Answer: No, that is not necessary.

(30) PRfEMIEE
Question: If one neglects their [daily] practice, should they be
training others?

11
Answer: Even if they do not, they can [continue to teach].

(31)

Question: It is said that if someone folds a rolled sutra, he commits

11 Some modern readers want to read nenbutsu practice into the word shosa i {¥ . and
it is possible that that is what Honen is referring to here. If so, the context yields the
following exhange: does the lack of proper nenbutsu practice on the part of a teacher
disqualify him/her from instructing others in nenbutsu practice? Answer: no, it does
not. But without any such reference, we will keep the context general.

* 33



% s — b

one is close, he may not be able to see it?
Answer; Whether far or near. one should do what is convenient, and do

not worry about how this is done.

(26)

Question: Though it may not be necessary to see the Buddha or to
draw a thread from [the image] to myself, if I do not recite [the
nenbutsu] myself but hear someone else recite it, when I die will I be
then born in the Pure Land?

Answer: It is not necessary to be connected with a string [to the
Buddha image]. Even if you cannot face the Buddha directly, if you can
recite the nenbutsu you will attain Birth. In addition, you can attain

Birth by hearing it. due to the presence of a profound and deep faith.

(27)

Question: Some people say that when you think that long after you
have left behind samsiara and ended the process of [repeated] births
in the triple-world, even though you have become a sentient being of
the Land of Bliss, when your karmie relationship [to that existence]
is exhausted, you will then be reborn in this world [again]. Is this
true? For example, if one becomes a king and wants to be born in a
heaven, or if one simply wants to leave behind the triple-world, how
should one practice so that they do not return to there?

Answer: These are all erroneous. Once one is born in the Land of
Bliss, they will not return to this world after a long period of time.
Evervone becomes a buddha there. One may return to this world to
lead others to liberation, but even then one does not return to the wheel
of transmigration, Nothing surpasses the nenbutsu in being able to

bring about Birth and separation from the triple-world. This is the great
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Answer: The title of Doctrinal Master (wajo) designates the teacher
from whom the pupil learns the doctrine during the ceremony of
accepting the precepts. The Precept Master (acaryva) designates teacher
who formally administers the precepts at that time; he is also called

karma-acarya.

(23)

Question: One gains merit by keeping the days of precept-
observance for laymen, is that not right? Is this something that we
must do?

Answer: Precept-observance for lay people ( #iT& & ) is meritorious,
Observing the precepts during the Six Day Precept Observance ( »N5ET
uposadha) is particularly so. When something serious occurs, such as an
illness, however, this is not necessary. The fact that you can engage in
serious nenbutsu practice and thereby separate yourself from samsara

and be reborn in the Pure Land will be because of it [not 7F ].

(24)

Question: Do you think (% 5 A ) that at the time when we face the
end we should imitate the hand mudra of Amida Buddha? Or do you
think instead one should draw the thread to the left or to the right
hand?

Answer: It 1s not necessary to assume the hand mudra. You should just
join yvour palms together as the central point ( 4% ) and draw [the cord]

in hetween them.

(25)
Question: Do you think (%% A ) that even if one is far [from the

Buddha image|, the string should still be drawn from it, for even if
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Amida Sutra (Shorter Sukhavativvuhasutra) be read |aloud]?

100,000 repetitions of the Amida Sutra within one lifetime, then you will
assuredly be Born in the Pure Land. If vou complete fifteen repetitions
each day, then in twenty vears time you will have recited the sutra
100,000 times. If you do this thirty times per day, then you could read

this [goal] in only ten years.

(20)
Question: It is said the five colored cord is attached to the left hand
of the Buddha. To which of my hands should it be drawn to?

Answer: It should be drawn to both the left and right hands.

(21)

Question: Concerning how to |[dispose of] writings of buddha names
or other sacred matters in a way that is not careless, to merely
burn them might produce ominous consequences, so what about
cHanting a-muntvn [ncantadion while diing the buring.

Answer: If yvou are going to burn them in this way, what mantra would
vou choose? Since we customarily treat such things with reverence, if

you are going to burn them you should burn them in a purified place.

(22)
Question: When someone is taking the precepts and it is said “you
will be the Doctrinal Master (wajd); you will be the Precept Master

(ajari = acarya),” I have no idea what this means. What is this?

9 HR&iEM, JSZ 4.226b, Shandao uses the verb 3 here.
10 #1242 I = to do something properly; i =W ; K (12Z) = old, worn out (as in
FCEGH ) filde= LA L.
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food, to do a water purification ritual, and wear clean clothes?

Answer: Is not necessary for you to do this.

(16)

Question: If one is taking medicine for a seven or fourteen day
period, when one of those days conflicts with one of the six days of
precept-observance, what should we do?

Answer: The importance of [the six days of precept-observance] is not
something of such gravity. Therefore [if you skip observing it] it will

not have ominous conseguences.

(17)

Question: Is the six day observance of lay precepts to be kept
throughout one's entire lifetime? Or, for how many years should it
be done?

Answer: As long as your heart is in it. I will not say anything about

how long one should continue with this observance.

(18)

Question: How many repetitions of menbutsu should be performed in
one's daily practice?

Answer: Counting of nenbutsu vocal repetitions begins at 10.000, and
goes up to 20,000, 30,000, 40,000, 50,000, 60,000, all the way up to 100,000.
But you only need to perform the amount that you feel is appropriate

for yourself,

(19)
Question: Within one day, how many times should the one roll of the

8 This translation is based on reading the opening pronoun L as representing 757 .
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number of recitations]?
Answer: That is a misconception. You can attain Birth by reciting it
one hundred times. You can attain Birth by reciting it ten times. You

can attain Birth by reciting it just one time.

(12)

Question: What do you think about some say that one should chant
the Amida Sutra (Smaller Sukhavativyihasiitra) one-hundred
thousand times?

Answer: To chant a sutra in this way reflects the same kind of thinking:

that it is best to accumulate a large amount of such practice.

(13)

Question: If one does not necessarily set a goal of a specific number
|of sutra recitations| in one's daily practice, can they instead merely
recite what they feel they are able to and do nenbutsu [in the same
way]?

Answer: If one does not decide on a certain number of recitations, they

will become lazy ( #%&.), so it is better to set the amount.

(14)

Question: If, after eating leeks, scallions, garlic, or meat the
resultant odor is still with someone, should that person continue
their nenbutsu practice?

Answer: Nenbutsu does not disturb anything.

(15)
Question: When engaged in one of the six days of precept-

observance for laymen is it necessary for us to prepare vegetarian

* 28 [EEEMIEETE  Ippyaku shijigo kajo monda



Ippyaku shijugo kajo mondo

perform nenbutsu with a focused mind, vour sins will be removed and
you will be born in the Pure Land. More than your delusions [about the
world % & ] if you just recite nenbutsu your heavy karmic sins will be

eliminated.

(8)

Question: Should I receive sutra dharani from a monk who
performs abhiselkha esoteric initiations?

Answer: I do not mind [the dharani] from the Lotus Sutra. But the
dharani given by monks who perform initiations are another matter.

This vou should keep in remember.

(9)
Question: What about the admonition to meditate (& ) on the mother
of the Buddha in the Samantabhadra siztra.

Answer: [ am not aware of that.

(10)

Question;: What do you think about the fact that some people say a
child within its first one hundred days should be prohibited from
being brought to a temple or shrine because it is impure.

Answer: One should not be troubled by the notion that an infant
is impure for its first one hundred days. Whatever is affected by

something dirty ( "polluted” ?) is dirty; this is not limited to infants.

(11)
Question: It is said that if one chants one million nenbutsu one
hundred times, one will be born in the Pure Land without fail, but

what happens if a person's life is short [and cannot complete this
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possibly realize it? Your question has no merit.

(5)

Question: If I recite the sacred names ( #% ) of the seven buddhas
of the past: believing what I am told [by others|, will this eliminate
my sins? More than anyone else, it is you (Zh =% _Af) who I
rely upon to answer this for me.

Answer: You need not do this because such nenbutsu will not eliminate

those sins.

(6)

Question: Is it true that if someone speaks disparagingly of a
uninteresting teacher that there will be no blessings from him /her?
Answer: One should not speak disparagingly of any teacher. Among all
those to whom one feels a debt of gratitude, that to one's teacher is the

deepest.

(7)

Question: If I focus my mind, but am neither able to solve my other
issues nor do other forms of practice, will I go to the Pure Land
just with nenbutsu?

Answer: Feeling confused is the common condition of ordinary people,

who naturally feel powerless about their situation. If yvou can just

6 List names here.

7 It is not clear what the object of the term &1L is here. I am assuming it referes to
the recitation of the names of the seven buddhas of the past, but it could also be
taken as a direct representation of namu amida butsu, ie. relevant to Amida Buddha
only. The problem is that the term nenbutsu does not appear in the gquestion, but
only the issue of sacred name recitation., But Honen only uses nenbutsu to refer to
recitation, so either reading is possible,
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2
indicate presenting other things of value (72725 ).

(3)

Question: It is necessary to what is known as “suchness-vision ( ¥
)" ?

Answer: This is something that Genshin speaks ofj but this is a bad
1dea:‘ In general suchness-vision cannot be attained by sentient beings.
It is not thought of for the purpose of ¢/o. so [your question] has no real

value.

(4)

Question: Its purpose is said to be the contemplation of the
emptiness of things. The term “emptiness contemplation” means this,
right? If so, then it seems to correspond to teachings like “one must
practice non-attachment to worldly things.” That is why I came, for
you to see this.

Answer: This is part of the numenal contemplation praxis (38 ) [of
the tradition], and cannot be realized. Monastics who practice this over
many years are still unable to accomplish it, so how could a lay woman

(% ) without any knowledge of how this system of practice works

2 FuwwH is a form made from 22 in mizenkel + the causative jodoshi % . However
over time it morphed into a verb in of itself that expresses an honarific sense of
giving, as in 2 L &5 .

FEATH . A

Hénen is referring to a weork attributed to Genshin called Shinnyokan BE#I#, in
DBBZ 3351. This is a practice in the Tientai/Tendai and Chan/Zen traditions of
awakening to the reality of a universal suchness as the basic operating principle in
the world, as opposed to disciminating thinking.

5 There are differences in this adjective among recensions: 5 %4y (HSZ, B g4 ),
but the B #F M changes this to [# L | . The original Genko edition has the hiragana
form (4% L] (Ryndai text 24 EAGE®ESE . p. 336).
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Translated by Mark L.Blum

(1)

Question: When repairing old temple buildings and stupas, it is
necessary to perform ritual offerings (kuyo PEi%)?

Answer: It is not necessarily required to perform a ritual offering [in
this case] One can also say, If you perform the ritual offering, it would
not be a bad thing (% L % [ 2 ]). Because such rituals create merit,
however, does not mean that to not perform the ritual is sinful ( ) and
one would thereby gain bad karma (& L % 3),

(2)

Question: Is the consecration of a buddhist image by installing the
eyes ( Bl ) the same as a ritual offering?

Answer: The consecration of an image with its eyes and a ritual
offering were separate things but have become fused ( L& W T ) The
“consecration of a buddhist image by installing the eyes” originally
referred to the artist who in adding this representation “opens’ its
eyes; this is called the phenomenal ( 5% ) opening of the eyes. Next a
monk will use a "buddha-eye mantra” to open it eyes, and a Vairocana
mantra to complete all the virtues of a buddha: this is called the
numenal ( #L) opening of the eyes. The term “ritual offering” means

to present flowers, incense, food, candle-light, and so forth; it can also

1 This translation based on chapter & in vol. 4 of the Jodoshd seiten, p. 167-193. The
shakumon ¥ is a kakikiudashi in the Seiten, from 449.
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