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person’s wife and family may be in their home, but they will not accompany him
[in death]. He may have the seven rare jewels and ten-thousand valuables in his
storehouse, but none of that will benefit him. The only thing that will follow him
are tears of regret. Because he will surely end up in the judgment hall of Yama, the
depth of his sins will then be judged, and the weight of his karma will be
determined. That Dharma King will ask the sinner, “You were born into a world
where the Buddha’s Dharma was widespread, so why do you return here having
wasted your time not cultivating your practice in that path?” At that moment, how
do we respond? Quickly seek your escape from samsara, do not waste your time by

returning to the judgment of Yama.
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The flowers that bloom in the morning by evening have been blown to the ground
by the wind. The dew that is our life-force may become active at night but by the
morning light it can easily disappear. Without understanding this, one thinks that
they themselves will always be flourishing; without realizing their error, one thinks
they will always be here. And if the winds of impermanence were to blow during
this time, this dew that is conditioned will disappear forever, thereby leading to it
being thrown away in an open field, or it being sent to a distant mountain. The

corpse in the end is buried under the moss, the soul wanders alone in the sky. A
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This is like the blind tortoise who puts his head through the hole of a
floating piece of wood [in the ocean]. The spread of the Buddha’s dharma to our
land occurred on the first day of the tenth month in the winter of the thirteenth year
of the reign of Emperor Kinmei (552), a mizunoe saru year. Before this time, the
teachings of the Tathagata had not spread [in Japan] and we do not hear of any path
to bodhi then. At this time, as a reward of some past karma, as result of some form
of karmically good actions, we have been born at a time when the Buddha’s
Dharma is widespread and we are able to hear about a path to liberation from birth-
and-death. In this way we have been able to engage something difficult to
encounter. What could be sadder than dying in a way that wastes a person’s days

and nights [in the midst of such an opportunity].
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Flowing in and out of the triple-world, not knowing which realm [we] have been
headed for, we have not encountered the appearance of Sakyamuni in this world.
Regardless of which of the four ways we have been born, we have not heard the
preaching of the Buddha. We have not been in the gathering before which the
Huayan lectures were given; we were not among those sitting before the
Prajiiaparamita lectures, or in the garden where the lectures on Vulture Peak were
delivered, or in the Crane Forest on the occasion of [Sakyamuni’s] nirvana [when
the Nirvana Sutra was expounded]. I probably lived among the 300,000 families in
Sravasti, but not knowing about [the Buddha’s Dharma], I ended up living at the
bottom of the eight hot hells. Embarrassing, how embarrassing! Sad, how sad!

But now, after going through many rebirths over kalpas, I have been born in
the difficult to obtain human realm, and I have encountered the teachings of the
Buddha that can be difficult to encounter for innumerable kalpas. Although I am
sad that I was not able to meet Sakyamuni when he was in this world, the fact that
I have obtained an encounter with a world in which the Dharma teachings are

widespread is a source of joy.
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BZIEH LWz ABOFROKITEZ 5 T L Lo TATNALET AT LED,
BIRE, ROTEAHALTHE4 THOE, & TH—H, #OTAEED
7eEvL, TRXDENUROEGE b iiAiE ) LR, FEROFBAE 72
23, IO WD BIERICHRA . WA 5 EFHEIC L) THLDESA O
RRCAE TN AR OEZ M F2l5725. L1s 25 B0l LTGR) F
21200 PRI LEDS LTIEARAZZFEHE LTI, (493.8-494.6)
[(BIRGEER]

BT, ZHREVIRCOMFUTAIEZ D B L TE [, vwolzwn, v
GBI EF Lo TV A 72012 BRME FOHBUIIRK Y @b /20T
L&) Bl L CIAEZBRYRL Tz, LX) RERZITTELAT
DICBPWE FOFEAHIET L2 LD TELDo72OTL & 952 [HERE]
EBUHS BB ML, AR 2BHEIT R HEICHEST,
FBILTOIHEIZD 9 2h%0 3, BHIMES ATRBIZA SN BBEORED
THIEEICHZ ) FHATL,

FTIE 2, BROERDSE & S N EHIE TN L6 EOBHH
SZEL Do/l ) ZADRORDOE TN AEEZIT-OTL &
I e TNED, NBHIRDIKIZIEE > TW2DTL 2 9% bd. HALH
FTRLWIETLEY, HEVIDEL VI ETIIRVTT D,

L2 Lahh, T334, BEE L CARRERD BLODOKRVEEEFET, &
FNHCCOAFUAEFINTE-OTT, €L T ) ANMLEVIZEDRE N
WHORTIZ, HAEEMABIZ L )R A ) 2ENFTELOTY, BRI
FOTHEMS, HEEBRZWTELL > 2DIFMENMCEL VI L TTH, TOM
HANIEFE > T0D ZOMIAEZZIT-OIFEITEI LN LT, 2UEH
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% &V, HDOJITHKEZ > TBRADHZ bR ni b, o N2y
TWRRZEBRHROMR LRIV, TIDTEERLHVWE ) Thiu, B TKE
2o THR % EVe —ATIIMA SNV LI, BELAOFEE —#IZH
A E VTN TIRRZ BNV EV) DTHIUL, — Ao THR LS. (@
172)
(3R]

The [best] way to go through life is to recite nenbutsu. When something becomes
an obstruction to nenbutsu, no matter what it may be, all such things should be
rejected and you should not engage in them anymore. That is, if one is not reciting
it as a recluse he should recite it while having a wife. If one is not reciting it in a
household with a wife, then it should be recited as a recluse. If one is not reciting it
at a fixed place of residency, then it should be recited during itinerancy. If one is
not reciting it during one’s itinerancy, then it should be recited at home. If one is
not reciting it while providing for one’s own food and clothing, then that person
should recite it when receiving assistance from others. If one is not reciting it when
receiving help from others, then they should recite it when they provide for
themselves. If one does not recite it alone, they should recite it with their

colleagues. If one is not reciting it with others, then recite it alone in a room.

LB ICHE e EZED

EAIIEN

GIED
ZIMR=ZFRON, WTNOFITRE THREOMIIfEDS) L, il

WD WTNOAEZ Z T THUBROFE L H S Lo ERBIEEOEIC S

b5, RAHEHFOWIZHES T, BEHEOEICHHE T, BIREROMIZ
bELT, MNEHOZEORIZRME D T AL AIS THE BRI RHEALT
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VO TY, (@197)

(3R]
There are also natural principles. Flames go up into the sky and water flows down.
Among fruits, some are sour and some are sweet. These things all reflect natural
principles. Because the Original Vow of Amida guides karmically-troubled living
beings by means of his Sacred Name, when they focus solely on reciting nenbutsu,
the coming of the Buddha to greet them will be provided to them as part of the

natural order of things.

OBRILEIFAPTVLSITEST

[REMEBOZ L1 (WSS
[F13E]

B8 SR BRI BILDOH ENAFRITE SR Lo 2AADHIZ A 1) a1,
fif72 ) L B HEROIETTINZIELRL, Wb, BTHISNFIFEEZ T
THERL, E2RIFTHENTIZRISTHT L, IS THENTIBTAT
LTHTRL, FITLTHENTIRERIETHTR L, BHOKEICTHER
FIRMAZEIT SN THIRL, AT SN THINTIZANIOKEIZT
HIRL, ~ALTHENFIEFRPE & HITHTRL, MTLTHIATIE—
NEER L THTRL, (487.9-4884)

[BUEER]

COMEAETHICER, BAIUAHAIONL XHIGHTTRETT, B
BALDWHF IR ADTHIUR, 72 2 EALRIETHH>THMNIETT, £h
EBRDRE, 2Lz BERENBTE L o TR SR VwDT
U, FEERES THAL SV, TNTEBZ SRRV EW) OTHIUL, B
THEE RS THA RSV, BMEMZ TIEIHZ oMLV LIX, KA ERE L %
VOHRRZ RSV ZNTIIFRZ DN WVE W) DTHIUEL, RIWEDVLFRZ

o
glu[,l
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The nenbutsu expressed in the Original Vows works by itself, there are no aids that
are added. Those who do additive things are reborn on the outskirts of the Land of
Bliss. When we speak of aids added [to nenbutsu], wisdom is additive, maintaining
the precepts is additive, commitment to the path is additive, and compassion is
additive. In this sense, a good person does nenbutsu as a good person, a bad person
does nenbutsu as a bad person: this refers to the fact the practitioner of nenbutsu
performs nenbutsu in the way they were born. But while this is true, when someone
is reforming their bad behavior to become a good person and does nenbutsu, they
will accord with the wishes of the Buddha. To not be in accord would mean one is
not thinking they should do this or that, someone like this does not have a firm

commitment and, as a result, they are someone whose Birth is uncertain.

LS FOFRMIFEFEDEIE

[FEMNMEHOZ L13] (R
GIFED!

FHEHE VI FEH Y, RIRICEYKIETFY SIS, ETFOHICHE
XMHVHEWHY . TNSEALERERL Y, FMFALOAREIZS S %
TIREORELEPA LBV VUL, 7272 RL722 D LD
L EPICTHDLERE D, (4875-8)

(BUEER]

EHOBER (BT IOHRDIEDY) ] LWHIERDHY T, 72k
ZAXFATZRIZI D> TR Z B3 ) KRN AN T E 37 IR
F0HobHNTHVW DO DY 9, 2H LA id, & [EHOEH]
RDOTY, MRES TOREIZ, HODOBH T 2R SN TIRRVRAE ZE X R
BI)EEDLNTVBLLE, 72720 HICBSMAE A TWiUR, BERIZLA
SEPBAZALEELLE VI DL F7: [EHOER] ZOTIHD, B Rl
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Placid tranquility remains

OAFEDHXLIBIZEZEAMEE ULIFL)
REMERDOZ L1 (EEHES)
GIED!

ABOBANINZ— ANV HZ TS TY 2 S 2Rk D, IS0 NImsE
OPHNHEF D, PHERFII/HEL DTS L, FEIIICE L, ELED
e L, BEE2 DS 3420, ZRCENIBEALYTS S, BAE
NGB LAL T, 722EENDEDF FITTELTAANEZ AT Zak
EHT%D, SRS LEZHDTHEANE L) THAEANMMLOMEIZH
IRLo #bhdOMIZ, LH6ADDE AL BWCTIGELT LR NIFAA
EDNE DR Lo (486.14-487.4)

[BARGEER]

FRRE S EAREICE b2 B MM, 7272220 My 38T, (B4
D7DITIE) MO [T ] bRRZUEEED Y /A, BRLOAM
W TEI ) A A AR F UL 3V 2 BEOMIAETNEDTE, 20
TBIT ] &) DId, BER, M2 A2 R, SEDERD LI LT 5.0%,
RO EDBFIUTN) 9,

ZHICH LT BEARFEAOT I B EHA. EANTEANOT B4
EWZL 72720 0F FICKEICBRLERZ LA ADOZ L% [BALOMIZEIT
WA (N)] EVIHIDTY, £H13voThH, HEDETZHALD,
FANE o TBELERZ LD LT 5 NIPTHRIE S FOMLNIE > TV A I0E
WhH D FEA FAELREHDLRWESLIRLE, [HHEAH. TH72H9 ]
WA, AL EDIERDOIEL VAL, AEPETLRWAL
=0 E9. (296)

€N
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Or be it clear
Is not determined
(GIER)
FISRFEAL & T RRRR TIRE A REIRDISAEDHILTN
[(BAGERR]
HHIES (HIFTTRREL) EtHORMAEHATIRD L £ 9.
RBOIRD FE) 120»o2 LSR5,
(MBUEER R E TR e e i oeii, 7617 %153, p.339)
(3R]
Recite Amida Buddha
Ten times
Before you doze off
That sleep may
Last forever
GIER)
WORELLBHIIZRIThED L ADOLIZET
[(BUEER]
ADRIFEZTHS ) LWL SRV ETHIERVI,
ZNZWRD 2 NDLNZTEFEA DIz TIHELDTH 5o
(MBUGEERR B B TIRREIX] & 5 S i Je i, J64T © o,
p.338-339)
(3R]
Although there is no village
Where the shadow of the moon
Does not reach

In the mind of the person who admires it



UoZid, HOoBHS HINZEH ML EHZE LThEEs Tldwir
FHA POFERMTI R [THAMHEMNIZE AN, MEBPRARTH S
Tep) BN TRRIZETT, (D)

(3R]
When one considers the issue of personal ability for Birth in the Land of Bliss in
this latter age, even if the amount of practice one does is small, there is no need to
doubt [its effectiveness]. One nenbutsu or ten nenbutsu are sufficient. One should
not doubt that this applies to sinners; one with deeply bad karma is not excluded.
One should not doubt this because of the passage of time; living beings born after
the disappearance of the Dharma will also attain Birth, how much more so in our
time. Those who regard themselves as bad persons, should not doubt that Birth is
there for them. One can say that he/she regards themselves as an ordinary being

filled with mental defilements.

Q. =5 "
(F17E]
MOKADGITPIZD T Y Y FEEIEDRITIUL
(BAERR]
WDKIZABDLIP TN D %2 #o72)FALZYFEITELT 2050
([BUGEER PR E TR & s S ii e, 7617 153, p.340)
(3R]
The water in a pond
Is like the human mind

Be it muddy

(3) A AGEATER] Btn (TRIEETS] 1) oRRBIHET S [HH] g k=
HaEL L7,

MBSO Z L] TREHOBEANED S [HBIIR] #HR % 13

o
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FEROEA ([WE34)) L8R s, F-BUGERZET 2. Z0ORLO
BEMERY BALIERLIZDDTRW2D, HTOLEOMENRR S
BEIZOWTIZT TARIAX 72\,

OIERFEICH T DIUDDEEL)

[RHOBANEDTHSL
(RIGE

KIRDORA Z FARBEORI Y TTHLIZ, T LETE I P DT, —
BT BRL, ALY LTI DT, TR Z Db 3. BT
Ny ETE) PO T, FERUBRORELRBHAT L, WHDAREIA XX,
BHRHELETE) » 5, HHFIWEKEREEL LEZ ) vz D,
(420.12-15)

[(BEER]

G & 5722 ORFEORHL, S SICIEFNLBEORRICAE X B N 425 [
IRFE S ORI ZRBRIT B I ENRTELRE) D, L) BEIcow
T, BBLZROMWENIEZH5NF T,

—D|21E R B BRLOEAID N E LTHES TIWIT E- AL Wk
FEX FOARBICIES I, 2L 2D TOTEDLVIFBOBRLATH-72&
LTH T3 %nTY,

Tl FFRVAMTLH A E LTHHEZRS TTWIT TR A. BR
MEFIL [7oE 2 EARITTERCETHA ) L b, FERFBIANSRIETS L)
ZERRLTEV] EBoLeoTWBEDTY,

ZOo2id, BRI O, L LTI ERERLE LTYH, HhEk-
TRV EE A, REORHAABE, DWIZIZHZ DTN THR Lo 72RO
RETHOHEN R CAETL20TY . BRLEMAUIHEAIN ) LFirhT
WEDTThD, FLTRGORRITHEL LW ELRERLTHNFEEA
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WA THAER O X 12
(RMOA~EDTHEI] [FIR] PR

FUsIC
ARWFZEIRIIAE, [HIGEATSR] 1R S NCw b THGEOSFRIEE %2 # T
Who ARFZE — b CTIEAH 4 EEEDOBIE R Td 5 FHIER [FAEH0
S TEHOBEAANEDTHI] [BIR] ohhH#E, ZUREOIERO—
oz EN L, 2SR A BUGEERZ M &, ek —EBo
LT e
L)
- S LR IARRFZEE . CGRE R L7z,
c HTFAPOEAIUTOMEY TH 5,
(RIGE] - [domdest) 48 48500 (% SHEERBORTIIHBERT)
[BAGER] - SOER MR A D ZB:E] O ER QB E MmO 3
OARFE - Hlad, & TSR aIErT T, A8 3 ~ 4 45,
AT s (B THEERROB IS, AR
ERie e AN
(Bear] @ - AHZEsE @
- BUREER & JERI2D W T AFZEIEIE THIFELT 53] OIGRIEEICB W T [
FoEl] 4K IEARL LTWD 720, REICHH S8 THEW 3L

(1) This translation is a draft. Please do not cite without the permission of the author.
(2) The English Translation Project Members: Mark L. Blum, Yoshiharu Tomatsu, Ryushi
Hojo, Tatsuaki Harumoto, Atsushi Aoki, Masayoshi Watanabe, Jinsei Sakai.
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